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BY  OBAUI.iH  OPTIC, 


There  is  a  measure  in  all  things. 

WHILST  \»e  jotmiey  through  this  world,  it  is  a  subject 
well  worthy  of  serious  attention,  to  consulcr  how  vaiiously 
we  arc  employed,  and  how  diflcreiuly  agitated. — 

In  the  fust  stage,  sec  how  the  lK>y  just  freed  from  his 
nurse’s  arms,  is  [)lcased  with  his  w  histle  and  bells  ;  he  views 
pictures  with  admiration,  is  delighted  with  their  brilliancy  of 
colours,  jKjiiits  out  what  he  thinks  beautiful,  then  tears  the 
piece,  and  laughs  at  the  action. — 

.\s  he  eiic leases  in  strength,  his  amusements  encrease  ; 
the  activity  displayed  in  his  excifise,  confirms  his  bodily 
powers  ;  he  nins,  leaps,  swims,  climbs  the  tall  tree,  and  reins 
the  firey  steed ; — thus,  by  constant  exertion,  he  learns  to  en¬ 
dure  the  |xjwcr  of  cold,  heat,  and  labour,  and  thereby  is  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  active  life  in  which  he  must  shortly  be  engaged  ; 
Hut  still  fickle,  this  amusement  is  rejected  for  that ;  the  first, 
with  which  he  was  so  much  delighted,  givys  wayto  a  second, 
which  occupies  every  thought  and  engrosses  all  his  attention  ; 
a  ihiixl  presents  itself,  he  grasps  at  it  with  avidity,  lushes  in¬ 
considerately  forwaitl,  re*gartlless  of  the  consetiuences ;  age 
unheeded  calls.  Pause  rasii  youth  I  he  heeds  not,  but  pui-sues 
each  aiiy  phantom  as  it  successively  rises — at  length,  hve 
begins  to  exert  its  power;  he  has  touched  the  May  of  life,  his 
spirit  is  ail  on  fire,  some  fair-one  engages  all  his  attention, 
and  in  that  state  as  ’I'ho.mson  elegantly  expresses  it— 

All  nature  fades  extinct;  and  she  alone. 

Heard,  felt,  and  seen,  possesses  every  thought, 

V'ills  ev*ry  sense,  and  jwnts  in  ev’ry  vein  : 
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Books  arc  but  formal  dullness,  tedious  fnends  ; 

And  sad  amid  the  social  band  he  sits, 

Ixjucly  and  inattentive  ■  ■  — 

But  change  the  scene — the  darling  wish  of  his  soul  is  grati¬ 
fied  and  he  l)ccomcs  the  happy  husband  of  the  blooming  fair : 
For  a  few  little  njonths,  he  is  all  attention ;  love  has  sounded 
the  lrum|Hrt  of  joy,  aiKi  tlie  enlivening  strain  has  this  long  held 
his  heart ;  but  by  little  and  little  the  anlour  of  love  cools,  the 
names  huaband  and  «•//<•,  usurj)  the  place  ol  ‘my  love,'  *iny 
life  anti  too  often,  tho’  wife  is  the  dearest  name  in  nature, 
its  sweets  arc  forgotten,  and  the  taveni,  the  gaming-table,  and 
(for  shame,  shall  I  add  a  monniful  truth)  the  house  >\l'.ere 
lewdness  glories  in  her  votaries,  engage  his  attention,  and  she 
who  w;vs  lately  so  highly  prized,  is  left  to  sit  by  tlie  lonely 
taper  and-  weep  tlie  while. — Hut  mark — he  is  now  a  man  of 
the  world,  the  ]ioli(ical  dull,  the  society  ol  speculators,  the 
dining  parlies,  all  engage  his  attention:  The  charming  girl 
in  whose  smiles  a  few  years  ago  he  lived,  w  hose  frowns  would 
have  almost  been  productive  ol  suicide,  is  now  seldom  thought 
of,  and  when  remembered,  is  \iewed  as  a  domestic  aniniul, 
only  calculated  to  suckle  luid  bring  up  children. 

Hence  flow  the  miseries  that  embitter  life;  the  husliand, 
conscious  of  his  unjustifiable  comluci,  meets  his  injured 
spouse,  her  swollen  eyes  and  lear-marketl  cheek  imniediuteiy 
seize  on  him,  but  seldom  to  humanize,  he  even  upbraids  her 
liecause  she  feels,  and  blames  her  because  she  does  not  meet 
him  with  the  smiles  of  love  and  caresses  of  afiectionate  ap|)ro- 
bation  ;  alas !  how  can  she  I  her  cinldren  have  gone  to  bed 
supperless,  she  has  not  a  single  shilling  to  prepare  their  break¬ 
fast,  the  baker's  bill  is  unpaid,  the  butcher  has  this  day  refus- 
erl  to  credit  her  any  longer,  the  slore-kee|K  r  a  few  minutes 
ago  sent  in  his  bilU  the  house-rent  is  due,  the  landlord  has 
again  demanded  it,  and  declares  he  will  not  lx;  trifled  with. 
— (iood  God  I  under  such  cireumstances,  how  can  she  smile  ? 
she  knows  that  he  has  this  evening  spent  at  the  gaming* 
table,  nearly  as  much  as  would  have  answered  all  these  de¬ 
mands  ;  can  she  indeed  look  pleasant  aixl  clothe  her  face  in 
smiles,  when  the  thorn  of  soiTowful  care  rankles  in  her  heart  ? 
it  is  impossible — poverty  pi-esses,  conscience  accuses,  misery 
commences,  and  not  unfrequently,  death  closes  the  scene. 

Quid-nunc  took  a  different  ix>ad,  yet  has  nearly  reached  the 
•me  goal ;  He  was  the  son  of  a  sobc  r  industrious  citizen,  w  ho 
ght  him  up  to  his  own  occupation,  and  at  bis  death,  left 
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him  po.  sesscd  of  a  j^ood  ti-ade,  plenty  of  business,  and  a  pret¬ 
ty  little  sum  of  money  ;  about  this  tin»e  the  French  revolution 
Wgan  to  eti^^age  the  ^Hiblic  attention,  and  the  troubles  in  Iro- 
land  were  talked  of  by  every  body.  Quid-nunc  at  once  would 
be  a  politician,  took  in  all  the  newspuinri's,  bought  maps,  a 
scale  and  hair-'^K>inted  dividers,  followed  the  armies  all  day, 
aiKl  every  day  in  their  marching  and  counter-marching,  and 
as  warmly  engaged  in  eveiy  battle  as  though  he  had  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  regiment,  and  although  he  did  all  tins  with  perfect 
personal  safety,  being  out  of  the  range  of  the  bullets  or  reach 
of  the  bayonet ;  yet  lx>th  he  and  his  family  suffered  severely 
by  his  campaigning,  fur  no  sooner  had  he  marked  out  fairly 
the  route  which  he  desigm.*d  for  an  army,  than  he  ran  to  the 
tavern  to  convey  his  intelligence,  and  display  his  great  know¬ 
ledge —ai  ever)-  person  who  enterod,  the  question  was,  What 
news  ?  vhat  news  ?  any  thing  from  France  ?  what  from  the 
allied  armies  ?  how-  go  the  Irish  affairs  ?  On  the  question  be¬ 
ing  returned,  Quid-n’unc  would  begin  to  inform  you  of  his 
maps,  dance  away  with  you  through  Germany,  describe 
the  Euxinc  sea,  the  Ulack  sea,  the  Bosphorus,  Constanti¬ 
nople,  then  dcscrilic  the  grand  Seigniour,  tell  you  the  colour 
of  his  beard,  the  shape  of  his  turban,  aixl  the  length  of  his 
scymitar,  then  draw  conclusions,  give  prognostications,  until 
all  his  hearers  were  almost  tired  to  death.  In  the  midst  of  his 
hai-t-angue,  should  an  lrishm;m  enter,  the  former  subject  is  laid 
askle,  and  poor  Ireland  is  cut  up  immediately.  One  day  1  hap¬ 
pened  to  l)c  pix-sent  when  Ireland  was  the  topic.  Pray  sir,  said 
I,  where  is  lx)ndondenT  ?  Why  sir.  LondontlciiT  is  a  little  city 
famous  for  opposing  the  army  of  king  Jamks  in  1689,  and  is 
situate  on  the  soutli-<*ast  of  tlie  island.  I  believe  vou  are  not  cor¬ 
rect.  What  sir,  do  you  doubt  my  judgment?  Yes  sir.  Why  I 
have  the  ver)’  best  maps.  Well,  I  don’t  dispute  it.  1  hold  you  a 
lx)ttle  of  wine — The  i)et  was  accepted,  home  he  ran,  brought 
Pi.owDKK's  HtMtorn  of'  Jrritwd^  and  iaid  it  before  ine  company, 
when,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  it  appeared  the  book -binder 
had  placed  the  m-.u>  in  a)i  inveiteil  order  I  Now,  one  would 
think  on  first  vicw\that  Qi'i  d-xi’nc’s  behaviour  was  quite  harm¬ 
less,  but  on  examination,  the  roversc  will  appear  evident ;  his 
business  is  gone  to  ixiin,  the  \)atrimony  he  received  from  his 
father  spent,  by  fre<juenting  tavcnis  he  has  contracted  the 
habit  of  drinking,  his  liealth  is  impaired,  his  family  is  reduced 
from  a  stale  of  competence  to  poverty,  all  resulting  from  his 
insatiable  thirst  after  news. 
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Young  Mr.  Flash  has  also  arrived  at  the  same  port,  by  a 
very  difi'ertnl  road  ;  some  yeais  ago,  vlun  we  were  lold  that 
“the  finger  of  lieaNen  pointed  to  war,”  Flas’h  would  l)c 
a  volunteer  ;  a  fiiM:  hors c,  fine  trappings,  elegant  sw  ord,  pis¬ 
tols  of  the  best  kiiid,  and  costly  unitonn  were  instantly  pro- 
ciuvd  ;  military  knowledge  must  be  acquired  :  Mr.  i  lash 
was  elected  an  officer  ;  lime  must  be  taken  to  acquire  the  one, 
costly  treats  the  consequence  of  the  other;  llusintss  was 
neglected  by  Mr.  I-lash,  the  clerks  in  the  counting-house 
Were  careless.  jKrhaps  did  what  they  ought  not ;  Flash  had 
no  time  to  examine  accounts;  company -treats,  parades,  ofii- 
cer-meetings,  training-c’ays,  occupied  Ins  whole  time,  until 
;it  length  |xxjr  Flash  stopped  payment — happy  for  him,  he 
has  no  w  ife  to  suffer  by  liis  misconduct. 

From  all  these  characters  and  puisuits,  we  may  draw  the 
follow  ing  lesson.  The  good  things  of  this  life  have  been  giv¬ 
en  by  our  Crkator  to  be  used,  not  abused;  so  also  our 
amusements  ;  we  ought  not  to  remain  unconcerned  spectators, 
of  either  troubles  among  oui'selves  or  other  nations,  but  we 
arc  criminal  if  we  engage  in  cither  to  the  luin  of  our  family, 
whom  the  God  of  nature  hath  placed  under  our  cai^. 

Our  expenses  also  ought  ever  to  be  regulated  by  their 
wants,  not  our  own  desires,  which  are  ever  enr.reased  by  our 
habits,  and  if  the  frolicking  husband,  in  the  midst  of  the  jovial 
circle,  would  for  a  moment  reflect  that  he  is  tearing  the  loaf 
from  the  hands  of  his  hungry  child,  and  covering  his  wife 
with  rags,  how  would  it  cause  him  to  relish  the  cosily  dish 
and  the  sj^rkling  glass  ? 

Let  us  in  one  wonl  lay  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible  tniih, 
that  a  coui-se  of  expensive  living,  or  thoughtless  idleness,  or 
fi*ec|uenting  taverns,  may  be  easily  acrjuired,  but  when  ac- 
quiied,  is  so  difficult  to  overcome,  that  it  geneiwlly  ends  in 
ruin.  on  ADI  AH  optic. 
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OHiCISAL. 

LETI'ER  TO  JEREMIAH  LISTLESS. 


DLAR  JKRRY, 

THOUGH  surrounded  by  objects  new  and  strange, 
which  perpetually  solicit  my  attention.  1  often  turn  from  the 
d.izzling  splendors  of  this  magnificent  city,  to  trace,  in  ima¬ 
gination,  the  wild,  romantic  and  sublime  scenciy  of  my  nali'x 
land,  and  forget  the  beautifully  |>aved  streets  on  which  I 
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tread,  to  contemplate,  in  nu-niory,  its  storm-beaten  mountains 
and  foixsl-i'i-owncd  ciifls,  where  art  has  never  soitened  the  stu- 
petKluous  grandeur  of  natui  e. 

Ei-om  the  deseription  I  have  given  you  of  the  Philadelphi¬ 
ans,  you  no  doubt  suppose  it  is  not  agreeable  to  me  to  dvell 
among  them  :  But  \ou  know,  that  our  mental,  like  our  cor[)o- 
iX'ul  tastes,  are  inhnenced  entirely  by  custom  ;  we  laugh  at 
the  fashions  of  last  year,  and  the  r.ext  we  may  laugh  at  the 
fashions  of  this :  'I  hen,  why  this  continual  change  when  we 
know  we  can  ne\cr  rest  satisiicd  ?  The  answer  is,  ‘‘variety 
is  charming.” 

1  can*l  tell  how  it  is,  Jkrry,  but  I  feel  fond  already  of  parti¬ 
cipating  in  t!?eir  amusements,  and  joining  them  in  their  fash¬ 
ions,  uliho’  they  stiil  ap|K‘ar  to  me  extravagant  and  frivolous. 

Ilow  seducing  !  how  bewitching  eveiy  thing  scents!  what¬ 
ever  is  unnatural,  is  acceptable  for  its  novelty,  and  becomes 
natural  at  last  fiom  habit — when  I  look  iiix)n  that  romantic 
wilderness,  1  may  Ixr  comiwredto  a  man,  w  lio,  having  left  li  e 
delightful,  calm,  and  lovely  walks  of  religion  and  innocence, 
aiul  joined  in  worldly  dissipation,  ix^veits  his  mind  to  that  hap¬ 
py  stale  he  has  foisaken;  he  wishes  to  return,  but  the  en¬ 
ticements  of  the  world  lure  him  liack  again,  aiul  he  em¬ 
braces  his  fate  I  I  remember  with  pleasure  my  native  land-~ 
would  return,  but  this  fascinating  city  fixes  me  where  1  am. 

I  still  endeavour  to  move  in  the  nf.hcrr  of  fashion  :  Among 
the  many  luminaries  of  the  »y^tcm  of  gallantry  with  whom  1 
have  the  honour  to  be  accpiaiuted,  is  Billy  Flash,  who 
sparkles  in  his  circle  or  orbits  after  the  true  Philadelphian 
style  ;  but  as  for  me,  comet-like,  1  have  a  track  peculiar  to 
myself.  They  are  loo  polite  for  me  here,  entirely  ;  they  far 
oul-chesteificld  Cufe-sYKRi ikld,  insomuch  that  he  would 
blush  to  sec  his  wonderful  disti pies— you  must  consider  1  al¬ 
lude  only  to  those  who  assume  tothemsehes  the  honourable 
title  of  galhints,  ladies*  men.  See.  some  wi iters  have  called 
them  fops,  some  beaux,  cockneys  and  monkeys. 

Billy  Flash  has  taken  peculiar  delight  in  teaching  me 
the  arcana  of  gallantry,  and  in  tnith,  he  serves  me  as  an  inter¬ 
preter  on  every  occasion  in  which  I  am  puzzled.  Flash  is 
always  received  with  tumultuous  approbation  by  the  ladies, 
who  infallibly  shew  their  teeth, from  one  end  of  the  room  to 
the  other,  in  sign  of  welcome— of  all  the  lieaux  I  have  seen, 
Billy  is  the  most  pudific  in  puns,  double  entendres,  anec¬ 
dotes,  quibbles  and  such  “  small  deer,’*  and  when  he  tears  to 
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atoms  the  character  of  some  innocent,  beautiful  female,  with 
a  good  pun,  the  room  is  hubbub^cstasy  and  confusion,  and 
really  they  make  a  meiry  matter^f  a  very  serious  one.  liis 
greatest  delight  is  in  serving  the  ladies,  and  in  this  respect,  he 
may,  upon  the  whole,  be  considered  a  useful  sort  of  an  animal. 

To  obtain  the  glory  of  excelling  in  riding  tandem,  is  his 
highest  wish  ;  he  thunders  along  the  streets,  to  the  astun* 
ishment  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  girls  peep  out  at  him  from 
their  windows  and  smile  ;  the  dogs  l)ark  and  give  him  chare, 
and  the  cluldren  at  a  distance  cry  o\it,  **  nin  !  run  !  Mr. 
Flash  is  coming  !  ’  If  you  were  to  se*c  him  cm -foot,  you  would 
be  no  less  sui'priscd,  nay,  were  you  to  see  him  ejejuipped,  c-/o- 
modv^  in  our  country,  you  wotild  take  him  for  a  creature 
ffnirri^ — he  dashes  about  with  incredible  velocity  ;  histoc-s  arc 
turned  out  sufficiently  to  foi-m  a  veiT  obtuse  angle  ;  his  left 
arm  is  swinging  almut  to  the  gieat  danger  of  those  who  conic 
near  him,  whilst  his  right  brandishes  a  stick  which  I  would 
defy  the  greatest  mathematician  to  desci  ilie  and  if  Billy  were 
to  see  a  more  crooked  or  more  ugly  one  than  his,  he  would 
inevitably  break  his  own  and  search  out  for  another. 

Nothing  vexes  me  more  than  to  meet  a  fellow  such  as  this, 
and,  unless  Billy  himself,  who  is  good  natured  and  friendly, 
I  always  feel  a  disposition  to  take  him  by  the  nose  and  lead 
him  to  the  statue  of  the  immortal  Fr  a  xklik,  which  occupies 
a  nich  in  the  frenl  of  the  Fennsylvania  librar)'  ;  bring  him  to 
reflection,  point  out  his  insignificance,  and  shew  him  how  like 
an  insect  he  positively  is— but  thank  fonune,this  race  of  beings 
are  easily  governed  by  shewing  them  a  horse-w  hip.  or  by  bring¬ 
ing  them  within  the  scent  of  gunpowder,  for,  ciow-like,  they 
appear  to  have  a  wonderful  antipathy  to  this  article. 

These  fellows  are  girat  politicians  withal — they  arc  sure  to 
curse  the  constitution  for  not  allow  ing  titles  of  nolulily,  and 
have  a  great  deal  to  say  aliout  the  vulgar,  the  sw  inish  multi¬ 
tude,  the  raWde,  8cr,  without  reason  or  reflection,  for  ihtjr 
scarcely  know  the  diffeitmce  between  the  wheels  of  govern¬ 
ment  ami  the  wheels  of  their  gigs,  or  the  reins  of  government 
and  the  reins  of  their  bridles;  and  they  lash  the  administia- 
tio.^  with  about  as  much  judgment  as  they  do  their  horses ; 
but  are  alwtiys  I’ead)'  to  l>ack  the  weakness  of  their  judgments 
by  the  strength  of  their  purses  ;  they  conse<iue ntly  challenge 
their  antagonists  with  a  temWe  wager,  and,  by-tlie-hye,  the 
acceptance  of  this  challenge  is  veiy  » fficacions  in  convincing 
their  judgments,  and  causing  them  to  drop  the  argument. 
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Gambling  on  elections  is  can  ied  to  the  most  extravagant 
pitch  here,  and  1  positively  heard  Billy  Flash  say,  he  re¬ 
gretted  that  the  election  of  president,  a  icc-presulciit,  go'ei-nor 
and  all  public  oflricei*s,  did  not  take  place  half-yearly,  that  K 
might  Ijccome  a  fashionable  source  of  gambling  I  Thomas 
Lovekought,  who  is  the  complete  tun'^nytna  of  Flash,  has 
had  the  mUfurtunr  to  be  ver\’  furtunate  in  his  wagers  on  a  re¬ 
cent  election  :  ’I'his  youth  stood  in  the  back  gitmnd  a  long  time, 
and  as  with  the  duck-billed  platypus,  we  could  scarcely  tell 
to  which  class  he  belonged,  he  vas  between  all  parties  ;  but 
he  hopj)ed  out,  toad-like,  with  a  swarm  of  the  same  breed,  as 
soon  as  the  storm  was  over,  and  was  extremely  noisy  at  ta¬ 
verns,  meetings,  &c.  having  met  someone,  fool  enough  to  bet 
with  him,  he  staked  down  his  all — the  news  of  eveiy  day 
strengthened  his  confidence  in  his  success,  until  he  was  so 
positive,  that  he  ptii'chased  a  new  gig,  look  a  season  ticket 
for  the  theatre,  an  assembly  ticket,  &c.  &c.  besides,  Billy 
P'lash  informs  me,  that  he  diew  up  a  list  of  rtsolves  and 
speculations  among  which  he  says,  wei'e  the  following,  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  fifteenth— 

1 5th.  To  buy  two  dozen  lotteiy  tickets.  1 6lh.  To  pay  my 
taylor  and  boot-maker  their  just  dues,  when  they  send  two  or 
three  limes  more.  17th.  To  erect  a  private  billiard-table  for 
the  amusement  of  choice  friends— 18th.  See.  See.  He  has  al¬ 
ready  gone  considerably  in  debt,  which  he  calculated  on  dis¬ 
charging  with  this  gambling  money — But  alas!  alas  !  he  has 
found  out  that  his  op]x>nenl  had  wagered  with  others,  five 
times  as  much  as  he  w  as  worth,  befoitr  he  saw  him,  and  that 
he  w  ill  not  be  able  to  lay  his  fingera  on  one  cent ! 

The  lotteries  heitr  are  another  source  of  great  speculation, 
disappointment  and  ruin — surely  they  are  of  all  others  tl>e  most 
sc'ductive  temptations  in  the  world — you  can  scarcely  walk  a 
street  in  the  city  but  ‘  30,000  drMart  fnr  a  a  nf*  /’  stares  you 

bew  itchingly  in  the  face ;  as  I  have  lost  nothing  by  these  lot¬ 
teries.  1  hope  you  w  ill  not  think  1  am  splenetic  because  1  have 
been  unsuccessful ;  altho*  1  never  knew  Billy  Flash  to  be 
without  half  a  dozen  tickets,  he  himself  deprecates  the  effects 
of  lotteries  on  society  ;  1  told  him  one  day,  that  I  wondered 
why  lie  was  inconsi’itent  enough  to  purchase  chances,  wh^n 
he  knew  there  were  fifty  to  one  against  him  ?  He  replied, 
that  they  present  to  us  a  temptation  which  human  na¬ 
ture  cannot  resist,  and  that  govcniment  was  certainly  to 
blame  foe  not  witlKlrawing  Uiat  temptation :  But,  said  1,  the 
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people  know  before  hand,  the  risk  they  nin,  they  ai*e  only  to 
blame  themselves  if  they  are  unfortunate,  as  the  lottery  is  con¬ 
ducted  fairly  and  openly.  This,  1  confess,  said  he  ;  so  are 
faro-banks,  wheels  of  foitune,  See.  and  in  all,  we  know,  the 
chance  is  a^inst  us,  but  w  e  are,  and  w  ill  ever  l>e  weak  enough 
to  venture — can  this  fault  in  our  nature  correct  itself  ?  by  no 
means,  we  see  it  does  not — therefore  the  cause  should  be 
removed  :  If  I  weie  to  see  a  man  wiil\  a  day:j'er  in  his  hand, 
alx>ut  to  dispatch  himself,  it  would  Ik-  criminal  in  me  not  to 
deprive  him  of  the  means  of  doin^jj  himself  injury  ;  so,  if  the 
lotteiy  is  a  wea|X)n  in  the  hand  of  society  hy  which  she  injures 
herself,  should  not  our  rulers  w  rest  it  fi-om  her  ?  Hut  said  I, 
Mr.  Flash,  lotteries  are  instituted  for  the  iK-nefit  of  society, 
and  the  emoluments  of  them,  do  not  acenie  to  an  individual 
pambler,  but  to  the  public,  w  hich  therefore  makes  them  (|uitc 
difi'erent  fixjin  every  other  sjx-ciesof  ^mblinjj; — and  you  can 
only  convince  me  of  the  impropriety  of  tliem,  by  pro\in^that 
they  do  j^ood  instead  of  injury  to  the  public  at  large.  Injury  ! 
retorted  Hilly,  I’ll  ])rove  to  you  Mr.  Rustic,  that  a  greater 
portion  ofsixicty  is  injured  than  benefited  by  them;  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  that  policy  should  be  pui-sued  by  our  legislators 
which  insures  the  most  general  happiness  to  society.  You 
are  light,  said  I,  make  it  appear.  It  preves  itself,  said  he,  for 
inasmuch  as  there  are  more  blanks  than  jirizes,  or  more  in  all 
to  be  lost  than  gained  ;  there  will  Ik*  also  more  losers  than 
gainers.  Hut,  said  I,  what  you  say  is  lov«,  is  g-ained  to  the 
jHiblic,  and  w  hat  is  gained,  is  the  gain  of  individuals,  and  I 
therefore  consider  those  who  are  unsuccessful,  as  subscriben 
for  the  public  gwjd. 

Flash  seemed  a  little  staggered  at  my  way  of  arguing, 
and  muttered  out  that  bn  hated  to  see  gambling  supported  as 
a  public  good,  and  that  he  thought  it  prefanity  to  resort  to  it 
for  the  benefit  of  churches,  w  hen  ll.ey  might  lx:  supixnted  by 
voluntary  subscriptions ;  liesides,  continued  he,  raising  his 
tone,  five  in  ten  of  tlxise  who  are  successful  in  lotteries,  are 
ruined  ;  they  lx:come  drunkai*ds,  gamblers,  rakes,  fccc.  and  the 
injury  thus  sustained,  will  counterbalance  the  Ixnefit  derived 
to  society  by  the  other  pai*t  of  it,  leaving  an  txlds  against  you. 
I  have  known,  cr>nlinued  Hilly,  many  an  instance  of  min  ir 
this  way,  and  consider  that  a  man  sustains  an  injury,  if  he 
lose  or  win,  as  one  tried  for  witchci'afi  hy  being  thrown  into  a 
pond,  is  inevitably  lost,  whether  he  sinks  or  swims,  Fsha! 
said  I,  your  arguments  are  too  strange  for  me,  for  1  knovr 
notliing,  and  care  nothing  about  ioUeries. 
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lit  a  |)art  of  the  woriH  so  refined  and  so  famous  for  religion 
and  piety  as  Philadelphia,  1  snpjtoscd  that  tveiy  species  of 
gumhling  would  be  cflecluully  suppressed,  but  no  such  thing  ; 
theix;  ai-e  one  hundred  billiaitl  tables  within  the  knowledge  of 
Hilly  Plash,  and  no  doubt  there  aiv  three  times  as  many. — 
It  appears  to  me,  when  1  reflect  on  the  horrible  practices  styl¬ 
ed  amusements  here,  that  the  more  enlightened  mankind 
ai*e,  tlie  moi*e  depraved  they  become,  and  am  ready  to  fly  back 
to  that  wilderness  of  simplicity  and  innocence. — 'I'hink  over 
tlie  things  of  w  hich  1  have  told  you,  that  you  may  learn  to  ab¬ 
hor  them,  but  not  imitate  them.  'I'he’mind  of  man  is  like  a 
piece  of  w  ax,  capable  of  being  w  rought  into  any  form,  or  of  re¬ 
ceiving  any  impression,  by  tl'.e  hand  of  custom,  and  1  do  fear, 
lest  I  may  s<xjn  become  as  degenerate  as  though  I  was  bom 
and  educated  in  this  land  of  civilization,  but  Heaven  forbid  that 
1  shall.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending b>'  thebeai*erofth\s 
letter,  a  few  articles,  which  you  will  look  mwn  as  curiosities  ; 
among  others  are  the  following,  viz. —  1st,  a  rt-d  slipper/ 2d,  a 
piiir  of  my  patent  corsets,  3d,  a  drawing  of  a  lady  completely 
rigg’d  after  the  nakedest  fKhions.  4th,  a  drawing  of  a  car¬ 
riage,  a  piano  forte,  organ,  and  several  other  things,  which  you 
have  never  seen — adieu  I  robkrt  rustic. 


SELEcrtu. 

THE  FOEEIES  OP  A  NIGHT. 


(toncUJed  from  fagt  ii}  J 

ANGLESFOHl)  now  ivlutecl  to 'ins  daughter  his  inter¬ 
view’  w  ith  Annes|i2\’,  and  all  the  attendant  circumstances  ;  and 
assured  her,  that^rntlie  young  man  perscvereil  in  his  lauda¬ 
ble  intentions,  he*  would  not  object  to  the  union.  By  this 
time  they  arrived  at  Uie  hotel,  where  Du  Prang  received  the 
acknow  ledged  child  of  his  loiti  with  the  most  profound  re¬ 
spect.  .•\nnesley  was  too  much  rejoiced  to  he  coherent ;  aiK^ 
-\nglesfortl  condescended  to  advise  with  him  concerning  hM 
conduct  towanls  Byngley.  “  My  lyiril,”  said  .\nncsley,  warti|*^ 
ly,  “if  I  might  be  |K‘rmilted  to  avenge  your  daughter’s  insulf, 
my  heart  will  second  the  enterprise  of  my  arm.  My  life  has 
been  preserved  by  you  ;  to  whom  then  but  you,  and  your’s 
can  it  Ire  dedicated  ?  Your  loitlship  cannot  fight  w  ilh  a  do¬ 
mestic.”  Angicsfoitl  paused  ;  he  knew  that  .\nnesley  was  l>e- 
loved  by  Ellinore,  and  to  her  the  consequence  of  a  duel  n  iist 
be  dreadful.  “  No,”  said  he,  “it  must  not  be.  I  will  write 
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to  him  myself,  Annesley,”  and  in  a  f«w  hours  his  lordship 
wrote,  and  <lispatched  the  following  notes  ;  the  first  of  which 
was  copied  by  Annesley. 

“  Mr.  Byngly  is  desired  by  the  Earl  of  Anglesford  to  girt 
in  his  accounts  w  ithin  the  space  of  ten  days  from  the  date 
hereof;  who  also  advises  Mr.  U —  to  cpiit  the  metropolis  as 
speedily  as  possible,  if  he  would  avoid  the  chastisement  due  _ 
to  his  villainy,  while  yet  in  his  power.  His  loitlship’s  attor-  [j 
ney  has  orders  to  receive  Mr.  byngley’s  i^signation. 

“To  Mr.  T.  Byng/cy.'*  J.  AKNtSLLY.” 

UNHAPPY  WOMAN, 

“  I  address  you  for  the  last  time,  to  apprise  you  of  the  dread¬ 
ful  brink  of  perdition  on  which  you  have  li\tely  stood  'I'lxm- 
ble  Bdiza-  when  you  read,  that  the  girl  I  have  just  ix-movtd 
^»X)m  your  house  was  your  own  daughter.  Heaven  has  in 
spared  yo<j  the  horrid  crime  of  her  ruin.  O  !  if  your 
heal  ^  is  not  yet  totally  callow  let  this  be  a  warning  to  you ; 
retuni  to  a  life  of  comparative  Virtue  ;  necessity  shall  iwturgt 
you  to  infamy  ;  indeix:ndencc,  nay,  affluence  shall  be  youis, 
if  you  will  save  me  from  the  d^atlful  pang  of  thinking  my. 
self  accessary  to  your  guilt.  I  seduced  you  first  from  honour. 

O  !  Beliza,  let  me  expiate  that  crime  by  leading  you  back  to 
peace  and  virtue.  1  he  follies  of  my  youth  now  appear  con¬ 
temptible,  for  now  I  feel  I  am  a  father.  Retire  to  some  spot 
where  no  tongue  shall  i*eproach,  no  finger  of  sconi  point  at 
you.  Remember  that  you  are  a  mother^  and  let  that  reflec¬ 
tion  strengthen  your  piudent  resolves ;  then  shall  you  find 
me  your  sincere  friend.  anglesford.” 

Owing  to  the  tender  attentions  of  hia.^||her  and  Ellinore. 
Annesley  soon  recovered,  and  gratel'uUy  J^ceived  from  the 
Earl  the  office  of  his  steward,  which  Byngley  precipitately 
resigned,  and  fled  to  the  continent,  im^verished  and  degrad¬ 
ed  ;  for,  lulled  in  imaginar)'  security,  he  had  hitheilo  neglect- 
"^d  to  enrich  himself  by  plundering  his  patron.  In  the  course 
el'  a  few  days,  the  following  note  was  delivered  to  tlie  Earl 
w  hile  at  breakfast. 

MY  LORD, 

“  Deeply  sensible  as  I  am  of  my  past  guilt,  a  mere  abject 
confession  would  make  poor  atonement.  That  I  have  offend¬ 
ed  against  every  moral  and  sacred  tie,  I  am  convinced  ;  where 
then  can  I  fly  to  avoid  the  whispers  of  calumny,  the  finger  of 
scorn  1— No  where  I  When  1  lay  my  head  on  my  pillow  ,  my 
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cars  ring  with  the  sound—*  You  would  have  sacrificed  an  in¬ 
nocent  girl  to  the  pollution  of  a  villain. — I'hat  girl  was  your 
daughter — llorrihle  suggestion  ! — When  I  meet  the  virtuous 
parent,  mine  must  seek  the  cuilh  in  shame  enough !  Life  on 
these  terms  would  be  a  curse  ; — I  cannot  live,  ^^y  lord,  you 
have  saved  your  child  ;  for  ik)  more  dare  I  call  her  mine. 
You  have  been  a  libertine  ;  think  on  my  fate,  and  guanl  her 
carefully  ;  irtiard  her  youthful  years.  I  mean  not  to  reproach 
you  ;  for  viec  must  have  gained  ground  in  my  mind  very 
early,  or  i  should  not  have  become  so  completely  abandoned. 

I  cannot  w  rite  ;  the  pangs  of  death  come  over  me.  Start  not, 
iny  loitl — 1  have  taken  poison  ;  even  now  I  feel  its  efl'ecls— 

I  am  I  'St :  No  |jower  can  now  save. — ()h,  my  burning  head  ! 
— Is  this  but  the  beginning  of  my  punishment ! — Anglesford, 
teach  Ellinore,  your  child,  to  forget  her  wi’etchcHl— but  Oh, 
not  curse  her  guilty — mother,  bkli7.a.’* 

The  letter  fell  from  the  hand  of  \nglesfoi*d  ;  he  turned 
pale.  **  Ellinore,  said  he,  w  hen  he  found  articulation,  read 
tiut  letter.  W'e  must  go,  my  child,  and  soothe  the  last  nK>- 
ments  of  a  w  retched  criminal.”  Ellinore  needed  no  luither 
urging,  and  attended  him  directly  ;  but  they  airived  too  late  to 
afford  any  assistance.  behz.i  w  as  in  h«r  last  agonies  ;  she  ex¬ 
tended  ner  convulsed  hand  to  .\nglesford,  but  shrunk  from 
the  embrace  of  E.llinore,  w  ho  wept  pity  and  forgiveness.  A 
few  hours  terminated  her  existence,  .\nglcsfoitl  was  deeply 
afl'ected  ;  the  shock  settled  on  his  spirits,  and  he  hastened 
to  town.  'I'he  goinl  conduct  of  Annesley  endeared  him  so 
much  to  the  Earl,  that  he  s(x>n  procured  him  a  lucrative  and 
honourable  post  i^ler  govemment ;  and  Mrs.  Nellworthy 
came,  by  his  invig3||i,  to  the  castle,  to  assist  Ellinore  in  the 
regulation  of  the  houln^iold  Had  not  the  early  enors  of  An¬ 
glesford  oc'casiune|||hi|p  many  severe  pangs,  he  might  have 
felt  happiness,  in  #it?li^sing  the  virtues  and  ha))pines«  of  his 
child,  whose  hand  he  soon  after  bestowed  u{)on  Annesley  ; 
and  at  his  death,  bequeathed  to  him  his  whole  fortune,  with 
tliis  injunction  ;  “  Use  it  moflerately  and  benevolently,  my  son. 
Shun  the  allurements  of  dissipation  ;  and  teach  your  children 
the  necessity  of  habitual  industry,  i-egular  economy,  and  strict 
piety,  as  the  means  of  preserving  them  in  peace  and  virtue.” 


The  following  provincial  rhyme  was  sometimes  quoted  by 
Dean  Swift  :  **  A  pigeon,  a  plover,  a  pig,  ;md  a  lover,  should 
never  be  cold.” 
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OHIO  IS  At.. 

THE  VISIOX. 

THK  sun’s  early  touch  made  the  mountain’s-top  yellow, 

The  birds  swecetly,  twilight  were  greeting, 

And  night  vanish’d  siow  from  the  dark-rolling  billow, 

As  down  in  the  gixjve  I  was  silling. 

Thein;  sudden  the  soft  swells  of  music  alarm’d  me  ; 

Mine  eyes  o’er  the  gn)ve  tjuickly  glancing, 

1  saw  a  fair  vision  whose  loveliness  charm’d  me. 

On  the  wind’s  aiiy  wings  sweetly  dancing. 

Her  star-cinctured  forehead,  serene  and  undauntcnl. 

Our  own  dear  Amkrica  proved  her. 

And  ()  I  so  divinely  of  freedom  she  chaunted. 

Had  e’en  desjvots  heaixi  they  had  loved  her. 

She  sang,  and  her  voice  hush’d  the  ivoise  of  the  fountains, 

And  gales  the  green  valley  pervailing ; 
riie  storm-beat,  n  oaks  Ican’d  to  hear  fivuu  the  mountains. 
And  th’  birds  ceAed  their  soli  seienading. 

‘  Whilst  w  ar’s  dismal  clouds  o’er  the  Eani  are  im\K*nding, 
And  carnage  sits  tiironed  on  their  thunder  ; 

The  rain-lx>w  of  peace  o’er  the  westeni  skies  bending, 
Strikes  wai -wasted  nations  with  wonder. 

‘  By  statesmen  w  e’re  guided,  by  heroes  defended, 

Who  Ixxist  what  tlieir  fathei-s  elTecled  ; 

The  tales  of  their  brothers,  enslaved  an^  i^riendcd. 

With  vengeance  are  still  recollectj/T. 

‘  As  the  dark  thunder-cloud  on  the  inpntaih  collected, 
Trowiis  awful,  tho’  traiKpiil  and  Sient ; 

So,  dreadful  in  peace,  stand  our  heroes  connected  ; 

When  moved,  as  the  loosed  teuiiKSt  Ni’lent. 

‘  By  th’  madness  of  tyrants  we’ll  ne’er  lx:  confounded  ; 

Shall  iheir  thixat’ned  thunders  alarm  us  ? 

No!  fearless  we  stand  by  new  Franklins  surrounded. 

To  bind  evety  bolt  that  would  harm  us. 

‘  The  name  of  disunion  the  tnie  whig  displeases; 

Be  freemen,  Americans,  brolhers  1’ 

She  ceased— sail’d  away  on  the  wings  of  the  breezes, 

To  sing  her  bold  anthem  to  others.'  Tiit  sthangf.b. 


